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National Hospice and Palliative Care
Organization

It's about how you five.

Learn about options for end-of-life services and care.
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Implement plans to ensure wishes are honored.
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voice decisions to family, friends and health care providers.
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Engage in personal or community efforts to improve end-of-life care.
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Figure 1. Flow chart of cerebral insult and coma. Vegetative state typically follows a coma; after
1 month the term “persistent vegetative state” is used; after 3 months for a non-traumatic insult or

1 year for a traumatic insult some authors use the term “permanent vegetative state”, which implies
no chance of recovery.
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Figure 2. Arousal and awareness, the two components of consciousness in coma, vegetative state, minimally conscious state, and locked-in
syndrome.
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