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Article 17

Right to be forgotten and to erasure
1. The data subject shall have the right to obtain from the controller the erasure of
personal data relating to them and the abstention from further dissemination of
such data, especially in relation to personal data which are made available by the
data subject while he or she was a child, where one of the following grounds
applies:
(a) the data are no longer necessary in relation to the purposes for which they
were collected or otherwise processed;
(b) the data subject withdraws consent on which the processing is based
according to point (a) of Article 6(1), or when the storage period consented to has
expired, and where there is no other legal ground for the processing of the data;
(c) the data subject objects to the processing of personal data pursuant to Article
19;
(d) the processing of the data does not comply with this Regulation for other

reasons.

2. Where the controller referred to in paragraph 1 has made the personal data
public, it shall take all reasonable steps, including technical measures, in relation
to data for the publication of which the controller is responsible, to inform third
parties which are processing such data, that a data subject requests them to
erase any links to, or copy or replication of that personal data. Where the
controller has authorised a third party publication of personal data, the controller

shall be considered responsible for that publication.

3. The controller shall carry out the erasure without delay, except to the extent
that the retention of the personal data is necessary:

(a) for exercising the right of freedom of expression in accordance with Article 80;
(b) for reasons of public interest in the area of public health in accordance with
Article 81;
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(c) for historical, statistical and scientific research purposes in accordance with
Article 83;

(d) for compliance with a legal obligation to retain the personal data by Union or
Member State law to which the controller is subject; Member State laws shall
meet an objective of public interest, respect the essence of the right to the
protection of personal data and be proportionate to the legitimate aim pursued;

(e) in the cases referred to in paragraph 4.

4. Instead of erasure, the controller shall restrict processing of personal data
where:

(a) their accuracy is contested by the data subject, for a period enabling the
controller to verify the accuracy of the data;

(b) the controller no longer needs the personal data for the accomplishment of its
task but they have to be maintained for purposes of proof;

(c) the processing is unlawful and the data subject opposes their erasure and
requests the restriction of their use instead,;

(d) the data subject requests to transmit the personal data into another automated

processing system in accordance with Article 18(2).

5. Personal data referred to in paragraph 4 may, with the exception of storage,
only be processed for purposes of proof, or with the data subject's consent, or for
the protection of the rights of another natural or legal person or for an objective of
public interest.

6. Where processing of personal data is restricted pursuant to paragraph 4, the

controller shall inform the data subject before lifting the restriction on processing.
7. The controller shall implement mechanisms to ensure that the time limits
established for the erasure of personal data and/or for a periodic review of the

need for the storage of the data are observed.

8. Where the erasure is carried out, the controller shall not otherwise process

such personal data.
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Article 80

Processing of personal data and freedom of expression
1. Member States shall provide for exemptions or derogations from the provisions
on the general principles in Chapter Il, the rights of the data subject in Chapter llI,
on controller and processor in Chapter IV, on the transfer of personal data to third
countries and international organisations in Chapter V, the independent
supervisory authorities in Chapter VI and on co-operation and consistency in
Chapter VIl for the processing of personal data carried out solely for journalistic
purposes or the purpose of artistic or literary expression in order to reconcile the
right to the protection of personal data with the rules governing freedom of

expression.

2. Each Member State shall notify to the Commission those provisions of its law
which it has adopted pursuant to paragraph 1 by the date specified in Article 91(2)
at the latest and, without delay, any subsequent amendment law or amendment

affecting them.

Article 81

Processing of personal data concerning health
1. Within the limits of this Regulation and in accordance with point (h) of Article
9(2), processing of personal data concerning health must be on the basis of
Union law or Member State law which shall provide for suitable and specific
measures to safeguard the data subject's legitimate interests, and be necessary
for:
(a) the purposes of preventive or occupational medicine, medical diagnosis, the
provision of care or treatment or the management of health-care services, and
where those data are processed by a health professional subject to the obligation
of professional secrecy or another person also subject to an equivalent obligation
of confidentiality under Member State law or rules established by national
competent bodies; or
(b) reasons of public interest in the area of public health, such as protecting
against serious cross-border threats to health or ensuring high standards of

quality and safety, inter alia for medicinal products or medical devices; or

16



(c) other reasons of public interest in areas such as social protection, especially in
order to ensure the quality and cost-effectiveness of the procedures used for

settling claims for benefits and services in the health insurance system.

2. Processing of personal data concerning health which is necessary for
historical, statistical or scientific research purposes, such as patient registries set
up for improving diagnoses and differentiating between similar types of diseases
and preparing studies for therapies, is subject to the conditions and safeguards
referred to in Article 83.

3. The Commission shall be empowered to adopt delegated acts in accordance
with Article 86 for the purpose of further specifying other reasons of public interest
in the area of public health as referred to in point (b) of paragraph 1, as well as
criteria and requirements for the safeguards for the processing of personal data

for the purposes referred to in paragraph 1.

Article 83

Processing for historical, statistical and scientific research purposes

1. Within the limits of this Regulation, personal data may be processed for
historical, statistical or scientific research purposes only if:

(a) these purposes cannot be otherwise fulfilled by processing data which does
not permit or not any longer permit the identification of the data subject;
(b) data enabling the attribution of information to an identified or identifiable data
subject is kept separately from the other information as long as these purposes

can be fulfilled in this manner.

2. Bodies conducting historical, statistical or scientific research may publish or
otherwise publicly disclose personal data only if:

(a) the data subject has given consent, subject to the conditions laid down in
Article 7;

(b) the publication of personal data is necessary to present research findings or to
facilitate research insofar as the interests or the fundamental rights or freedoms of

the data subject do not override these interests; or
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(c) the data subject has made the data public.

3. The Commission shall be empowered to adopt delegated acts in accordance
with Article 86 for the purpose of further specifying the criteria and requirements
for the processing of personal data for the purposes referred to in paragraph 1
and 2 as well as any necessary limitations on the rights of information to and
access by the data subject and detailing the conditions and safeguards for the

rights of the data subject under these circumstances.
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